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BACKGROUND 

More than half the world's population now lives in urban areas; that proportion is forecast to reach 70% by 2050, so 
building more sustainable cities is critical to the future of every country in the world. Many cities are dysfunctional 
already - traffic gridlock, uncoordinated services, outdated infrastructure, and planning silos are just some of the 
challenges they face. Finding solutions in the face of a more populous future is an urgent requirement.

A smart, sustainable economy promotes efficient use of resources to create and maintain growth. In a national context, 
it is successful and vibrant cities that form the primary pillar of a strong, sustainable economy. They provide a focal 
point for businesses and talent, and fuel continuing economic and social progress.

Following the successful hosting of a roundtable focusing on renewable energy in Vienna in May 2011, the 
Malaysia-Europe Forum will now be embarking on a roundtable series, in 3 different European cities (Madrid, Paris and 
London), in November 2011.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Malaysia-Europe Forum (MEF) continues to organise and host The MEF Roundtable Series on Sustainability as a high-level platform for the 
exchange of ideas, debate and discussion between Malaysian and European stakeholders. Representatives from private, public and 
academic institutions will be invited to participate in these roundtables to propose suggestions, conceive collaborations and also seek 
solutions on the way forward for Malaysia.
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Mr Mohamad Nur Ismal Kamal

Chief Executive Officer, Land Public Transport Commission (SPAD)

Mohamad Nur was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the Land Public Transport Commission on June 3, 2010. He 
started his career as a Senior Financial Analyst with CNA Financial Corp in Chicago, Illinois. After receiving an MBA with 
distinction from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management, he joined AT Kearney Inc, a top-tier global management 
consultancy headquartered in Chicago, as an Associate. 

After living in the United States for 14 years, he moved back to Kuala Lumpur with AT Kearney serving clients in 
Singapore, Thailand, Hong Kong, and Australia. In 2001, he joined Accenture as Manager of Strategy and Business 
Architecture group. 

Between 2003 and 2006, Mohamad Nur was a Senior General Manager of DRB-HICOM Berhad and served as a member 
of the board of directors of DRB-HICOM Information Technologies Sdn Bhd. Between 2007 and 2008, Mohamad Nur 
was a Deputy Director at the Ministry of Higher Education. At the ministry, he assisted in the preparation of the 
ministry's strategic plan and led various teams to develop the critically acclaimed National Higher Education Action 
Plan. 

Professor John W. Polak

Professor of Transport Demand and 
Director of the Centre for Transport Studies at Imperial College London

Professor John Polak is Professor of Transport Demand and Director of the Centre for Transport Studies at Imperial 
College London and is Research Director of the UK Transport Research Centre. Professor Polak is a mathematician by 
background with over 30 years experience in transport research and teaching, specialising in the areas of mathematical 
and statistical transport modelling and analysis. 

He is a past President of the International Association for Travel Behaviour Research and a past Council Member of the 
Association for European Transport and a past member of a number of TRB Committees and serves on the editorial 
advisory boards of a number of leading international journals. He has served as an advisor to central and local 
government and industry on a wide range of transport issues, both in the UK and overseas. 

Professor Polak has been in the forefront of innovative transport model development in the UK for a number of years 
and has published extensively on a number of aspects of travel demand modelling, network performance estimation, 
network control and traffic management and intelligent transport systems. Much of his recent research has been 
concerned with the collection, analysis and interpretation of very large scale real-time datasets related to operational, 
behavioural, attitudinal and environmental aspects of transport. 

Mr Marc Ludwig

Infrastructure & Cities Sector, Rail Systems Division, Siemens AG 

Marc is a mechanical engineer by background and has been working for Siemens AG for 11 years in various roles in the 
infrastructure and rail business. His current role makes him responsible for sales of large-scale turnkey rail projects in 
Asia, India and the Pacific. Before taking over his current role, Marc worked in strategy development for Siemens’ 
Mobility division, where he focused on the concept of “Complete Mobility”, an approach to develop sustainable 
mobility solutions for the needs of modern cities.
 
Marc has been in sales and project management for international rail projects, where he had the role of project 
manager for a major rolling stock contract with Queensland Rail, Australia’s largest railway operator.
 

Enquiries to: Ms Natasha Zulkifli
natasha@malaysia-europeforum.com
Executive Director
MEF Kuala Lumpur Secretariat
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PROGRAMME
 

Venue Partner:

9.00 am: Registration

9.30 am: Welcoming Remarks & Introductions
  Tan Sri Dr Munir Majid
  Chairman, Board of Trustees, Malaysia-Europe Forum (MEF)

9.40am: Presentation by Panellists
    
  1. Mr Mohamad Nur Ismal Kamal
                          CEO, Land Public Transport Commission (SPAD), Malaysia
       “Malaysia: The way forward for urban transport”
                   
  2. Professor John Polak
       Chairman, Centre for Transport Studies Imperial College London
       “Smart Transport For Smart Cities”

  3. Mr Marc Ludwig
       Vice President, Transport Solutions Asia, Siemens AG
       "Mobility solutions - Making metropolitan areas work" 

  4. Mr Rhodri Ball
       Strategy and Policy, Group Planning, Transport for London
       “Mayor’s Transport Strategy – Delivering sustainable transport 
       for a growing city”
  
10.30am: Coffee Break

11.00am: Roundtable continues

12.45pm:   Wrap-up and conclusions by Moderator
  Mr Jonathan Steel
  Member, Board of Trustees, Malaysia-Europe Forum (MEF)

1.00pm:        Luncheon


